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INSPECTORS' REPORT. 
To His Excellency the Governor. and the IIonorable Council 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
The Inspectors of the State Almshouse and' State W ork-
house at Bridgewater submit the Eighteenth Annual Report 
of the former and Fifth of the latter department. ' 
The several reports (annexed) of the Superintendent, Phy-
sician and Chaplain, ,render it unnecessary for the Inspectors 
to en tel' into a detailed stutement of the affairs of this insti-
tution. 
Since our lasf report this establishment has lost the services 
of the Hon. L. L. Goodspeed, who had filled the office of 
Superintendent fmm the earliest formation uf the institution. 
His term of ' office has been marked for efficient manage-
ment, thoughtful economy and decision. We sincerely regret 
the resignation of Mr. and Mrs. Goodspeed (the latter of 
whom bas acted as chief Matron), both having performed 
their respentive duties with credit to themselves and profit to 
the Commonwealth. 
Several months before the departure of the late Superin-
tendent and Matron, Mr. and Mrs. Nahum Leonard, Jr. , 
came into the institution, and made themselves familiar with 
ita operations. 
/' 
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The management of their respective departments as Super-
intendent and Matron has been attended with ability and 
deserved success. 
The farm never was in better condition than . at present. 
The crops of hay and "fodder" will be larger the present 
season than at any previous time. This in part is owing to 
land coming into grass and fodder that had previously been 
prepared for those purposes. 
The root crops will also exceed the most sanguine expecta-
tions, although we cannot at the present time give the precise 
quantities, as the harvest has not yet been gathered. 
As heretofore, attention has been given to the, clearing of 
land, draining, building walls, and bringing the land, so far 
as possible, into a high state of cultivation. 
Care has also been taken to continue to improve the quality 
of the stock. 
The buildings of the institution are in good condition, but 
will require a thorough coat of paint during the next year. 
The usual inventory of the stock, provisions, farm produc-
tions, together with an appraisal of the real and personal 
estate, hus been made, and will be found embodied in the 
report of the Superintendent. 
rhe Rev. Ebenezer Gay continues to look after the religions 
interests of the inmates, and his work is faithfully and con-
scientiously performed. . 
The report of Ed ward Sawyer, M. D., the able Physician 
in charge of the hospitals, calls for your especial attention. 
"Weare more than ever impressed with the opinion that the . 
hospital accommodations, especially that part devoted to ' 
females, are wholiy inadequate, and should be improved. 
, At the same time we do uot consider it practicable to alter 
or enlarge the rooms at present occupied for hospital uses, 
and we respectfully snggest the erection of a separate build- · 
ing for this purpose. 
We should have urged this matter before, bad we not 
supposed that the classi6cation of paupers under the various I 
regulations introduced during the last few yeats would have 
in~terially lessened the number in Ot'lC hospitals. I 
A de.sire also on our part t:> inclir as little expense for the 
COln~()llweaJth as possible, has induced~~\to delay this '"' 
" 
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recommendatiort, until nbw it is an imperative necessity for 
sanitary and prudential reas0!is. 
From our frequent" examination of this institution we feel 
. . -
confident that tpe inmates are" as well cared"" for . as at any 
charitable or correctional establishment in the Commonwealth. 
We cheerfully bear testimony to thJ fideljty with which the 
officers and. assistants have performed t~e1r se-veral duties, 
and the zeal evinced by them.to promote the -best interests of 
the institution. . 
~ . 
, 
JAMES H. MITCHELL, 
# JOSEPH B. THAXTER, -. 
JOHN B. HATJ!A W AY, 
Inspectors. 
BRIDGEWATER, September 30,1871. 
, 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 
. -
To the Inspectors of the State Pauper E.~tablishment and State 
W01,khouse at B1'idgewaler. 
GENTLEMEN :-1 herewith submit a statement of the ex-
penses and condition of the institution for the ' year elldillg 
September 30, 1871. 
SUMMARY OF INMATES IN ALMSHOUSE. 
Number of paupers in the house October 1, 1870, 73 
admitted during the year, 253 
born in the ,house, 47 
in the house during the year, 373 
died during the year, 59 
discharged during the year, . 229 
remaining October 1st, 1871, in almshouse, 85 
men, 23; women, 17; boys, 18; girls, 25. 
'Y'orkhouse Dep,artment: . 
Number of prisoners October 1st, 1870, 
admitted during the year, 
in the workhouse, . " 
discharged during the year, 
died during the year, 
eloped, 
remaining in workhouse October 1st, 187.1" 
men, 124; women, 188. 
264 
323 
587 
238 
26 
11 
312 
N umber in both departments; , 
. '\ " 397 
EXPENDITURES. 
From October 1st. 1870, to January 1st, 1871, the currerit 
. expenses were $12,163.37, leaving"an une~pcnueihalance in 
the treasury, not required fur the sup.port of the institution; .,. 
of $1,58~.54. 
t ' 
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RECEI1'TS . FOR SAME PERIOD: 
From treasurer 'of the; Commonwealth, 
From January 1st, 1871, to October 1st; 1871, 
the expell~es >were ' 
Received for same period from the treasurer of 
7 
$12,163 :n 
, 
$25,763 .43 
Common~ealth, : . U5,763 43 
Leaving an unexpen"dedbrilance of the appropri-
ation amoUllting to $11,236 57 
The totnl current expenses since October 1st, 
1870~ have been_ ' $37,926 80 
The receipts from the treasury for the same 
period have been $37 ,926 ~O 
The receipts for labor of inmates have been $1,3~0 49 
The receipts from farm products and other 
sources, $356 11 
The two latter sums have been paid to the treasurer of the 
Commonwealth, agree~bly to the requirements of law. 
The current expenses have been as follows :-
Salaries of Inspectors, 
of Physician and Consulting Physician, 
of Chaplain, 
. of resiuent officers, ' 
Su~dry person~, inCid_el~hor, 
Dry goods, aedding and ~ure, 
Tea. cGfi'ee, chocolate and shells, 
Leather, shoes and findings. 
Transportation of merChandise, 
Blacksmith and carriage work, 
Cutrery, tin, crockery and other ware, 
Baskets, brooms and brushes, 
Soap and material, , 
$480 00 
5QO 00 
200 00 
6,465 00 
809 51 
3,699 7;8 
683 93 
844 83 
396 50 
35 95 
236 71 
~21 43 
234 56 
'~ 
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Hops, malt, salt, vinegar and pepper, 
Light, 
Medicines and hospital supplies, 
Seeds and farm tools, 
Stationery and newspapers, 
Post-office expenses, . 
Clothing, . 
, 
Repairs and findings for sewing machines, 
on buildings, 
and findings for steam fixtures, 
Tobacco, snuff and pipes, 
Lime and cement, 
Painting and material, 
Miscellaneous small goods, 
Hay, 
Plumbing, 
Beef and farm stock, 
Trial justice fees, 
Powder, fuse. &c., 
10 tons of feed, 
525" of coal, 
720 barrels of flour, 
29 " of crackers, 
7 ,,' of apples" . 
7 " of sweet potatoes, 
-1,9 " of beef, 
1 barrel of pickled fish, 
1.199 bushels of grain, 
49 " of beans, 
1,896 gallons of molasses, 
454 " of milk, 
31,700 pounds of meat, 
6,380 " of fish, 
244 " of ham, 
5,6()4 " of sugar, 
1,530 " of butter, 
906 " of rice, 
252 " of cheese, 
" 19 cords of wood, 
Fertilizers, 
• 
.' . 
.' . 
[Oct. 
$229 87 
203 91 
990 34 
193 40 
52 49 
36 98 
258 14 
214 02 
78 15 
128 98 
..519 98 
125 12 
161 55 
270 37 
99 53 :. 
66 02 
1,064 30 
51 00 
11 25 
380 62 
3,506 37 
5,306 58 ' 
130 50 
33 50 
25 30 
760 00' 
14 00 
1,125 72 
107 07 
945 33 
11~ 56 
42 U 
59.6 47 
595 15 
58 96 
31 89 
95- 00 
22 00 
.. 
., 
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Extraordinary erpenscs, 
Lumber, . 
Olu junk, 
Freight on coal" 
. .... 
Repainl on fire ~xtinguisbers, 
MustArd, starch anu cream. ~artar, 
Total, sincEl October 1st, 1870, 
ASSETS •. 
Cash on band, none. 
Bills payable and reccivable, none . 
.11 
$588 00 
72 36" 
W6 71 
816 18 
30 00 
92 69 
. . $37,926 80 
. The buildings al'e the same as last ycar, and are for the 
same plll1)oses. 
Tbe land also is the same as last year, consisting of 220 
acres. Some permanent impl'ovements have been made upon 
it, and it. l14ls therefore been appraised at a somewhat higher 
nlue thall heretofore'. The to'tal real estate this ,) e;lr ha~ 
been appraised at $138 ;098.05. 
PERSONAL ESTATE AND ITS VALUE. 
Live stock, 
Carriages and agricultural implements, 
Prouucts of farm, 
l\1rchullical tools and machinery, 
Beds and bedding, . -
Other furniture und pr<.>perty, . 
Personal property in Superintendent's departm't, 
Reauy-malle clothiug, 
Dry goods, 
PrOViS!OllS and grocerics, 
Fuel, 
Libl'ary and books: . 
D~ugs and medicines, ' . 
Tota.l personal property, 
Totul real estute, 
$4,696 00 
3,481 25 
13,620 75 
IV,6D6 84 
9,212 00 
5,279 75 
4,050 50 
4,653 05 
661 06 
1,123 58 
1,!>00 00 
6G7 77 
567 75 
$fiD,210 30 
13~,OU8 05 
Total nssets; , . $207,308 3f>. 
.t 
, 
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The average number of inmates for the year just closed is 
39:~. 
This was obtained by adding together the whole number 
reported at the end of each week duriug the year, alld divid-
iug the total amollnt by 52. 
The average thus obtained is nearly 60 higher than last 
year, which will account, in part, for the slightly increased ; 
expenditures. ' 
The avera~e weekly cost is found to be $1.86. If the 
amount earned and paid iuto the treasury were deducted, the 
cost per weeJ\: would bc somewhat less. The amount received 
for inmates' labor appears to be growing less every year. 
The parties for whom we are doing work arc evidently 
demanding better work without increasing the pay. Much 
of the work which formerly was done by hand, they now 
require shall be done hy machines. 'We do not usually 
abound in first-class machiue operators, so that much time is 
required in teaching our female inmates the method of run-
ning a machine, and it has so happened that when they have 
become expert operators, the pardoning power has been 
exercised, and we have thus been deprived of some efficient 
help. 
But of this there can be no complaint, for, in the language 
of my predecessor, "An unfavorable exhibit in a financial 
view is of little moment, compared with the reformation of 
the convict." 
It will he remembered that for several months, previous to 
Mr. Goodspeed's resignatioll, I was here as an ~~sistant, and 
also that he remained with me awhile after I assumed charge 
of the institution. ' 
It certainly cannot be out of place for me to say, that I am 
under great ' ohligations to' him for much wise counsel and 
advice, alld fOl· many vaillable 'hints and suggestions. His 
cheerful readiness to impart information gave me an ',~nsight 
i,nto the management of the institution, which would otnenvise 
have taken a long time to acquire. I am sure you will :~gree 
with me in sayiilg, that the fruits of his important sci-vices 
here. and those of his wife, arc visible everywhere within alld 
around the institution. 
'We have endeavored to carry out many of the improvements 
., 
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he began, and have made such others as time and circum-
stances would permit. 
'Ve have built 200 rods of fence, 50 rods of substantial 
. double wall, 100 rods of paved anll covered drains; have 
completed the laue leading from the blacksmi"th's shop to the 
road; bave built u capacious hennery lllXl goose ya}:d; have 
set a goodly number of strawberry, asparagus apd other 
plants, and bave broken up, plunted and bill down 14 aores 
of new groUlld, which (as we believe) has added much to tbe 
. . permanent value of the farm. . 
We have huulell into the yards a large amount of muck and 
loam, and have carried on to the lalld_ upwurds of 2,000 loads 
of manure. 
The farming operations, on the whole, huve been attended 
with good succe"s. 
We shall have,' at the lowest estimute, more than 5,000 
bnshels of roots of various kilids, besides 2,300 bushels of 
potatoes wbich are already dug and placed in the cellar!!. 
Our bay crop, it will be seen, is somewhat less thr.n last 
year, but, to supply that deficiellcy, we have upwarlls of 50 
to'ns of fodder, well cured, which, together with our abun-
dance of roots, will afford ample sustenance for o.ur stock. 
Having thus presented the usual facts relating to the insti-
tution , my report shQuld, perhnps, properly come to a close. 
, Suggestions froin one having so short an experience ill this 
line of business would seem to be out of place. 
Your long public servk-e as Inspectors of this institution 
has mude you so familiar with its various departments, i"OU 
can readily understand, without suggestion from me, what 
changes and alterations (if any) are llecessary to be made. 
Our hospital accommodations, it is thought, are too limited 
for our present number of sick, and its location, too, would 
seem to be objectionable in a sanitary point of view. For 
further particulars upun tbis matter, I would refer you to the 
report of Dr. Sawyer, who has, as beretofore, rendered inval-
uable ~ervice to the sick, und whose interest in theu- welfare 
continues unubated. 
" The question of sepurate dormitories for some portion of 
the female inmates; It change in respect to the drying-room, 
cells, and men's dining-hall, and some improvements of the 
I 
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walks in the yards, are worthy of, and- no doubt will receive~ 
your consideration. 
The Sunday services have heen conducted hy our worthy 
and venerahle chnpl:lin, Mr. Gay, whose devotion to his enll-
ing, and efficiency in the discharge of his duties, show no 
abatement with his declining years. 
Mr. Conlin, the Catholic clerlZymnn, continues his ministra..-
tions to the sick of his p~rsl1asion; and while they arc evi-
dently pleasing- and satisfactory to the inmates, they arc con-
ducted ill n manner so discreet and unobtrusive as to give no 
offence to those of different religious views. 
Mrs. Durant and Miss Chickering have also continued their 
monthly visits. 
With but few exceptions, their viHits are welcomed hy tbe . 
inmates, and th<'ir lubors, I have no dOllbt. h:we been attcnded 
with benefit to the unfortunate women whom they have s@ugIit~ 
so zealously to reform. • 
In closing, I desire to express to you, gentlemen, mythnnks 
for your valunble sugg<'stions, and for your aid and coopera-
tion in our various undertakings bere. 
My sincere and henrtfelt thanks nrc also due to our officers . 
and matrons, who, with few exceptions, have shown a genuine 
and commenduble interest in the welfare of the institution, 
and have labored zealously for its success. 
Respectfully submitted. 
N. LEONARD, JR. 
BRJDOEW ATER, September 30~ 1871. 
.. 
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OFFICERS. 
8111TY.. 
J. II. Mitchell (Inspector), . 
. / 1 yeat:, $160 00 
J. B. Thaxter (Inspector), 1 " lliO 00 
J. B. Hathaway (Ill~pcct()r), 1 " 160 00 
Edward Sawyer (Physician), 1 " 400 00 
J. E. Harlow (Consulting l'hysician), 9 months, 75 00 
M. Hobinson (Consulting Physician), 3 " 25 00 
Rev. E. Gay (Chaplain), 1 year, 200 00 
L. L. Goouspecu (Sllperintemlellt), 3 months, 500 00 
N. Leouard, Jr. (Supcrintendcnt), 9 " 1,500 00 
W. U. Howland (Asst. Superiutenuent), 1 year, 575 00 
M. A. Hipley (Ful'Iilcr), 8 months, 500 00 
L. F. Wentworth (Farmer), 11 " 441 li7 
J. U. Coates (Farmcr), 1 year, 400 00 
'Y. Ii: Jones (Farmer), 9 months, 3UO 00 
Euwaru Ellis -(Engine<"r), 1 year, 400 00 
Eu ward· Dal ton (\\" atch Illan ) , 1 " 400 00 
., M. M. GOoUspccd (Matron), 3 months, 75 00 
P. J . Leoll!!ru (Matron), 9 " 22.1 00 
Margaret Y oudcJl (Assistant Matron) •. 9 " 1U5 00 
Ann Y oudell (Assistant Matron}., ~ " 1!J5 00 
Sarah D. Bowles (Assistant Matron), 1 year, _ 221 00 
C. A. Pike (Assistant Matron), . 6 munths .. 104 00 
M. A. French (Assistant Matron), 7l " 193 33 
Hannah A. Jenkins (Assistant Matron), 2l " 45 00 
Martha A. Raucliff (Assistant Matron), 6 " 100 00 
Lizzie R. ClaJ'k (Assistant Matron), 10 weeks, 40 00 
11/ ary A. ·Dexter (Assistant !lIatron), . 10 " 40 00 
Morrill Robinson (Mewcal Attellwmt), 8 months, 15 00 
I -
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. 
To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse at Bridgewater. 
GENTLEMEN :-The Eighteenth Annual Report of the 
pital department of this institution is respectfully sUV~~"'''\40 
SUIDIARY. 
Number of patients admitted, 
of patients remaining, 
of deaths, 
discharged, . 
The general health of the institution, for the past year, 
been impaired, and the number of deaths increased, by 
introduction of a contagious disease into our midst. 
During the last week in March, and the following six 
we had thirty-eight cases of measles, many of which, 
or indirectly, proved fatal. An unusual number of 
has occurred among the aged, thirty-one persons over 
years of age having died of-diseases over which medicine 
no control. If to this number be added that of the chi 
under one year of age, it will be seen that, aside from 
incurable diseases among the adult patients, our 
mortality is but little larger than that of t'ormer years. 
There have been fo;ty-nine births during the past 
more than twice the number of the preceding. 
P~rmit me, gentlemen, to call your attention to the 
. want of more capacious, and in every way more suitable 
pital accommodations, than we have at present,-a nel~eSQ 
which dun'ng the last year, and especially when we had 
tagious disease in our midst, has been most patent to you, 
your rounds of inspection. We have no suitable "'\A,UL1L1L1'~ 
ISi1: 
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tion for those patients whose diseases are most loathsome, and 
which in all well-regulated hospitals are. placed in the best 
ventilated ·warus,.removed from the main building. The air 
accommodution of the present ward, with i!s usual number of 
occupants, gives not more than five hundred (500) cubic feet 
of air to each patient, and when crowdcd as it recently has 
been, this is reduced to less than four hundred (400), while 
the best authorities assure us tha~ six hundred (600) cubic 
feet is the smallest amount of air-space necessary for an adult. 
We have founu it impossible to introduce sufficient fresh 
air to keep this ward in a tolerable condition for the cure of 
those confincd to it. For the health of the institution, and 
espccially the juvenile portion, pure air, unadulterated by the 
exhalations which come from the sick wards, is absolutely 
essential; but, with the present plan of the hospital depart-
ment, it is'impossible to secure more than an approximation 
to this. "",' e need hospital wards entirely removed from our 
dormitories- and nurseries, where contagious diseases can be 
confined, so as not to infect the whole institution, when once 
they are introduced. Cleanliness in this, as in years past, 
has done much for the health of our inmates; but this alone 
is insufficient, wheil our hospitals are crowded, as they at all 
times are liable to be. 
I earnestly recommend to your consideration the necessity 
for a change in our present, or the erection of a new building, 
which shall better provide for. the sanitary condition, not of 
the sick alone, but of aU other inmates, as well as the officers 
of the institution. 
For further particulars we refer you to the tables accompa-
nying this report. 
In conclusion, I would return thanks to the Superintendent, 
Mu.troll and other officers of the institution, for their assist-
anc.e in the discharge of the duties of my office. 
I am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 
EDWARD SAWYER, M. D., . 
Physician, 
BRIDGEW A.TER, MAss., September 30, 1871. 
'.' 
TABLE No.1. 
Showing lhe Number of Ca.ge., of Sickne.~., in Ihe Staf.e Alm.</t 'lu.<e ",t Brit1gewa~er. from October 1, 1870, to September 30, 1871, wilh the 
NUlliher for each Month, and the Names of the Principal Di.geases; also the A.verage Number on the Sick Lillt for the Year alia for 
eat·h Month. 
~ to .; to .8 
.i 8 .. .. .; 8 DISEASES. .. 1l " 
2 e T. .; .. " l!! .. C J:J C ... '" 0 " .. .. .. a. .. " :; " " foo <:l .., "" ::l ~ ::l .., .., < '" 
D ebility, 10 2 - - 1 2 - - 1 1 - - 8 
Fehrile, 3il 1 :3 5 4 I 4 6 6 - - 2 6 
I'arturition, 49 3 5 1 4 10 8 3 6 . - 4 4 1 
Hh el1lllltism, Ii! - 1 2 2 1 2 - - 1 - 1 8 
Other Diseases, 30 - 3 2 3 2 1 9 :3 - 3 :I 1 
Of Alimentary Canal,-
Di:lnhrea., Ii 2 - - - - 1 - - - - 1 2 
Dysp!'psia, 10 - - - - 2 1 3 - - 1 1 2 
H"patitiA, . 24 - 3 4 4 - 2 4 2 - - - 5 
Other Diseases, 14 1 - 1 1 - 2 1 - - - 3 6 
Or Nervous Centres. 
A l('{)h()lismuSo, . 8 - 2 - - - 1 1 2 - - 1 1 
Pa.ralysis, . 6 - 1 - 2 - 1 - - - - 1 1 
~piL"ms. 4 - - - 3 1 - - - - - - -
!>thel' Diseases, 12 - 2 - 1 1 3 1 2 - - 1 1 
BronC'hitis, 
Of Respiratory Organs,-' 
16 1 2 - 2 4 - 5 2 - - - -
Consumption, . 15 l - 1 4 2 - 1 - 2 - 4 -
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FJleUJi)oni&, 4- 1 1 1 -
-_~«lr D~ase8, . . 9 - 1 - 1 2 
'. Of~ Skin,-
Erj8i£ela.s, t . 6 1 - 2 - 1 
Meas es, . 38 - - - - -
Other Diseases, 3 - - - 1 1 
00 
Fractures, 
Surgical ])iseases,-
, 4 - 1 1 - -
Ulcers, 15 - 3 4 2 1 
Venereal, ' . 41 
-
5 6 9 6 
Other Diseases, 37 3 2 2 2 4 
-- ----------
Total, 412 16 35 32 46 41 
Avera.ge number on sick list, . 98 100 98 92 99 102 
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34 71 33 16 
93 126 95 84 
1 - -
1 1 1 
-
' - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- 1 2 
- 3 6 
2 4 5 
------
12 31 41> 
86 102 97 
- - - -- --- .-
I-" 
<Xl 
--=-~ 
L.......J 
~ !. 
~ 
c 
8 
I 
I 
~ 
to 
tf'" 
I-" 
--=-
"'!.' ~~, 
.. 
TABLE No.2. 
Showing the Oauses of Death, the Whole Number, the Sex, the Mental Oondition, the Number in each Month, and the Ages of those who 
have died ir'the State Almshouse at Bridgewater, from October 1,1870, to September 30,1871; also the Whole Number since the 
opening of the Institution. 
DISEASES OR ~ .. CAUSES Ol' DEATH. .. ~ 0 
E-< ;:Il 
Ascites, 1 
Broncl~itis, Chronic, 8 II 2 6 
Cancel', 2 2 
, 
Cholera Infantulll, 1 1 
Cop8umption, . 27 19 8 
Contusio~, 1 II 1 
Congestion of Brain, 1 II 1 
. 
Delirium Tremens, 1 II 1 
, 
..... 
00 
..... 1.,.. 
" (11,1 "1-( '" . I.) 
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Ma~mulI, 7, 6 2 - - - - 1 - 21 , 8 1 - 7 -
Measles, . 8 4 4 , - - - - - , 8 - - - - - 4 8 - - - ' - 1 
Old Age" 10 6 4 2 1 3 - - 1 8 2 - 2 2 - - - 1 8 
Paralysis, 4 8 1 1 1 2 - - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - 1 - - - - 1 - 8 
Peritonitis, 1 ' 1 1 - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
Pneumonia, 2 2 1 - 1 - - - - - - - 1 -
Scrofula, . 1 1 - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1 ~ - - - - - -
Softening of Brain, . 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1 - 1 
Syphilis, . . . 2 2 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 
=-hilis, Congenital, 1 1 1 - - - - - - - 1 - - -
Typhoid Fever, 2 1 1 1 - - ~ 1 - - - - - - - 1 - 1 -
-- --- - -----~--------' - -1,.-------- -
Total, 85 58 82 14 , 4 18. _ 9 2 5 6 11 2 20r---10 8 4 7 6 21 ' 4 - - 3 8 9~ 9 10 12 
"Whole number since the opening of the institution, , 2,60~ 
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ALMSHOUSE AT BRIDGEWATER. 
TABLE No.3. 
Showing the Number of Births in the State Almshouse at Brid/llewate'f'. 
during each Month, from October 1, 1870, to September 30, 1871, 'with 
Statement of the Sex, and whether fllegitimate, Twins .or Still-
also the Birthplace of the Mothers, and the Whole Number since 
opening of the Institution, 
MONTHS. 
October, 3 1 2 
November, . 5 3 2 
December, 
January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 
Jun~, 
July, 
August, 
1 1 
4 4 
10 8 2 
844 
3 
6 
4 
4 
2 
4 ' 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
September, . 1 1. 
lLLEGITDU.TK. 
12 3 
213 
1 1 
3 3 
7 2 9 
3 4 7 - '1 
2 
4 2 
3 1 
2 1 
2 
6 
4 
3 
Total, 49 28 21 24 17 41 
Whole number since the opening of the institntion, 
.' 
1871 
Tn I 
ch!lp' 
Ix>t'll 
th.·ir 
~)."I' 
hi Ii t.\ 
0 " 11. 
alld 
~ h. 
' .d i. ... 'I 
ami , 
Jur i. 
' ~'i r 
(.i( 
(f"('(IU 
upon 
- more 
th:tt 
jeer.; 
arate. 
cin; .. 
~tf('('t 
~f ( 
aided 
I al 
in Jh( 
the in 
1871.'] PUBLIC DOcuMENT~No: !4. 21 
CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. 
To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse a~d Workhouse at 
Bridgwater . 
GENTLEMEN :-Religious services have been held in the 
chapel, as in years past. "The '8.ttendance of the inmates has 
"been regular and orderly. I have endeavored to present for 
" " ~ 
their instruction and consideration the simple truths of the 
gospel. I have dw;elt particularly upon individual responsi-
~ty, and "taught them that every; person is the maker of his 
own character. I have often spoken to them of the nature 
and importance of true repentance, and shown them that there 
is hope for the true penitent. I have not entered upon the" 
I discussion of abstract doctrines, nor treated of the ceremonies 
"and ordinances of religion, but dwelt principally upon moral 
duties and obligations, and warned them against a return to 
their evil courses. ~ 
Good attention has been given to the word preached, and 
frequently there is the manifestation of deep impressions made 
"upon ilome minds. But congregated as the inmates are, the 
more tender with the more hardened, there is reason to fear 
that good impressions are soon effaced by the derit!ion and 
. jeers of the impenitent and unbelieving. Could they be sep-
". arated into groups, and there be something of the family 
" "circle established among them, there would be more hope of 
. . effecting a permanent reformation. 
Most of the time, our serv~ces have been enlivened and 
aided by singirig, by a small choir of females under the coun-
sel and direction of Mrs. French, who takes a lively interest 
in the welfare of the inmates, and is a very efficient officer in 
. t\l.e institution. 
~ 
.ALMSHOUSE AT BRIDGEWATER. 
Under the management of your discreet and 
Superintendent, aided by his wise and efficient ~~""'~'~~"" 
is done for the moral and spiritual good of the inmates 
house, which can be expected from the present 
'c of the institution. By these arrangements, society is 
measure protected. from the evils which flow from the 
guarded or vicious conduct of many erring and 
individuals. But if it be designed . that the institution 
be reformatory, it may be worthy of your 
whether some separation or classification of the inmates 
not to be made. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 
By your humble servant, 
, EBENEZER GA 
BRIDGEWATER, September 30, 1871. 
. . 
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